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SUMMARY
The availability of a well-equipped and functional research 
facility in Eswatini would be a transformative catalyst for 
the country’s economic growth, job creation, import and 
export diversification, human resource development, and 
technological advancement. By leveraging the facility’s 
capabilities, Eswatini can position itself as a hub for 
innovation and research, ultimately contributing to its 
overall socio-economic development.



INTRODUCTION

The Royal Science and Technology Park aims to 
provide a comparatively excellent infrastructure 
and to offer competitive incentives for 
investments through the biotechnology park and 

its research facilities.

This park consists of the Biotechnology research center, 
incubation facility, service center and Agricultural- related 
Biotechnology facility e.g. Pharmaceutical plant. This 
park sits on land measuring 158.77ha. The Park is a “one 
stop shop facility” that creates an enabling environment 
for investors planning to settle within the Royal Science 
and Technology Park. The Park aims serve as a multi-
purpose platform for R&D in bio-related technologies, 
production marketing and trading.

SERVICES
Service Center as a One-Stop-Shop
The service center will include a business center, 
conference rooms, exhibition halls, commercial areas, 
post office, cafeteria, banks etc. It offers one-stop service 
through the coordination of the tenant enterprises 
and various governmental authorities to simplify the 
administrative procedures.

Biotechnology Incubator
The incubator provides an enabling environment where 
start-ups from the knowledge intensive sectors are 
fast-tracked to compete in the global community. This 
incubator fosters companies which are still in the early 
development stage of their business to those that have 
secured an investment or made a sale from a willing 
customer.
 
Research Facilitation
The provision of wet labs or experimental laboratories 
that will facilitate the handling of various types of 
chemicals and potential “wet” hazards Research and 
development in various industries will be streamlined 
through the laboratories so that the research outputs can 
contribute towards bio-innovation, bio-technology and/
or bio-resource development, address social ills, and 
ultimately boost the national GDP.

Laboratories to be housed
1. Testing Facilities (ISO 17025 Accredited) - Food 

safety testing, Food quality testing
2. Pharma lab /IK
3. DNA and Forensics laboratory
       Core Facilities - Sequencing/genotyping/
       bioinformatics, Protein Prep - GMP manufacturing    
       of biosimilar (ICGEB), Molecular diagnostics: e.g., 
       drug-resistant HIV and TB, Plant and animal
       pathogens, GC/LC/MS analytical facilities, Plant     
       Tissue
4. Culture-propagation, Animal Tissue culture, Plant 

growth laboratory

CORE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
BIOTECHNOLOGY PARK:

Knowledge Generation
• Research Laboratory facilities will support research 

and development efforts in biotechnology, to optimize 
the use of our natural resources in the kingdom, and 
facilitate the uptake and commercialization of that 
research. There will be a focus in medical, Industrial 
and agricultural biotechnology Research.

• Support local university science departments to 
ensure we continue to produce an impressive pool 
of well-trained scientist and engineers

Knowledge Commercialization
• A Technology Transfer Office will assist in finding 

the best route to market for new biotechnology 
innovations produced in Swaziland.

• A Biotechnology Incubator will provide business 
and technical services for start-up biotechnology 
companies. The companies that are still in the initial 
development stage of their business will housed in 
the business Centre.

Mass Production and Investor Facilitation
• The Biotechnology Park will propagate, process, 

package and sell value added products derived 
from natural plants and animals. Bio refineries will 
be established for the manufacturing of Biofuels, Bio 
fertilizers, Biopharmaceuticals other industrial Bio 
products.

• The Royal Science and Technology Park (RSTP) 
attracts the Foreign Direct investments (FDI) to 
the Biotechnology and Innovation Parks. Being 
designated a Special Economic Zone (SEZ), along 
with technical incentives, the RSTP also offers 
lucrative financial incentives for firms located within 
the Park.

Knowledge Awareness
• The Biotechnology Park provides platforms to 

showcase, global and national, innovations in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM), esp. in the field of biotechnology.

• The biotechnology park serves as a focal point for 
various Regional Bioscience Networks (e.g. SANBIo). 
This will allow more efficient communication between 
national bioscience practitioners and the networks. 
Leading to faster awareness of opportunities to 
pursue and needs to be met by local Researchers 
and their supporting agencies.

ROYAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARK

The Royal Science and Technology Park (RSTP) was created 
through the vision of His Majesty King Mswati III. The 
Vision is well enshrined in the Act of Parliament, the Royal 
Science and Technology Park Act of 2012 repealed by the 
RSTP Act of 2023. The Vision is the first comprehensive 
effort to promote science, technology and innovation in 
the Kingdom of Eswatini. 

The Royal Science and Technology Park is divided into 
two divisions which are the IT Park and the Biotechnology 
Park. It manages about 317.17ha of land, of which 
152ha is dedicated to industrial development land and 
165.17ha is shared between research and laboratories, 
administration centres and residential buildings. The RSTP 
aims to provide steadfast support for basic research and 
innovation. In doing so, we provide a coherent approach 
to maximizing the innovation dividend through the RSTP 
research facility..

Biotechnology Research Facilities
The RSTP Research Facilities is a part of the master plan 
for the RSTP as the National Research Laboratories to be 
situated at the RSTP. Looking at the goal of the Government 
to diversify into a knowledge-based economy, in which 
the bioeconomy is the main contributor and the RSTP is 
one of the main key players in the implementation of the 
bio-economy strategy. 

Main Goal
To be a leading centre for comprehensive and 
multidisciplinary biotechnology that will bridge the 
laboratory equipment gap in the country, support 
research, education and technology transfer for 
biotechnology applications

Objectives
1.	 Conduct cutting-edge research and technological 

innovation to improve the quality of life of Emaswati.

2.	 Contribute to the research ecosystem by serving as a 
hub for national, regional and international research 
networks, facilitating the exchange of knowledge and 
best practices.

3.	 Research, develop, and accelerate the dissemination of 
transformative technologies. 

4.	 Support Innovation and commercialisation of local 
products to increase the export market.

5.	 Promote socioeconomic transformation through Research 
Development & Innovation to assist in bettering the lives 
of people in Eswatini.

6.	 Enhance human capital and infrastructure; diversify 
income streams; and ensure financial sustainability and 
good governance.

Services:

•	 Capacity Building: Invest in developing state-of-the-
art infrastructure, equipment, and human resources to 
enhance the facility’s research and testing capabilities, 
contributing to Eswatini’s bioeconomy.

•	 Service Provision: Offer high-quality analytical, testing, 
and research services to support the needs of other 
laboratories, academic institutions, and industry partners 
in the food and Agriculture sector.

•	 Collaborative Research: Facilitate and foster cooperative 
research projects between universities, research 
institutes, and private sector organizations to drive 
innovation and address pressing challenges in the 
biotechnology field.

•	 Promote Knowledge Dissemination: Organize 
conferences, workshops, symposia, training programs, 
and knowledge exchange platforms to enhance the skills 
and expertise of researchers, technicians, and industry 
professionals in the biotechnology domain.

•	 Institutional Networking: Establish and strengthen 
partnerships with local and international biotechnology 
institutes, universities, and industries.

National Strategies and Policies supporting the program

•	 SADC Common Agenda, 2019
•	 AU-EU Agenda 2063
•	 Bio-economy Strategy, 2019
•	 National Development Strategy,1999

•	 A Poverty Reduction and Action Plan, 2006
•	 Strategy for Sustainable Development and Inclusive 

Growth for 2030
•	 RSTP Act, 2012 amended 2023
•	 STI policy, 2011

Laboratory Scope

1. 	 Testing Facilities (ISO 17025 Accredited)
-	 Food quality testing
-	 Food safety testing

2.  	 Pharma lab /IK
3. 	 Plant tissue culture-propagation
4. 	 Animal Tissue Culture
5. 	 Protein Prep - GMP manufacturing of biosimilars 

(ICGEB)
6. 	 DNA and Forensics lab. Incubator facilities
7. 	 Core Facilities

-	 Sequencing/genotyping/bioinformatics
-	 GC/LC/MS analytical facilities
-	 Plant and animal pathogens

8. 	 Incubation Facility


